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Changes in the commodity composition is an important phenomenon to 

understand the outcomes of economic development, and to adopt corresponding 

policies in a timely manner. In addition to HS, Taiwan also use the characteristic 

classification of commodity for trade data compilation and dissemination. Since it 

has not been revised for quite a while, there is a gap between it and the current 

domestic industrial economy. A comprehensive revision was launched and has 

been completed with reference to the input-outputs statistics, the industry and 

service census of 2011, and the import and export classification systems of major 

countries. The key points and main results are as follows: 

1. The original composition of exports based on the division of agricultural and 

industrial products tends to be insensitive. This edition has changed to capital 

goods, intermediate products, and consumer goods, echoing users’ concern 

about "intermediate products." 

2. The industry classification by the World Bank are abolished due to their limited 

international applicability and being able to be replaced by the BEC 

classification of the UN. 

3. In response to the universalization of higher education in recent years, the 

technique intensity is measured by the ratio of employees with university or 

higher education to total employees. 

4. In order to avoid double counting and price interference, the input-output table 

that combines energy into a single sector and the oil equivalent of the energy 

balance table are adopted for the compilation and revision of energy intensity. 

5. Taking the actual type of domestic industry into consideration, the principles and 

procedures for the classification of technology industry is improved by using 

Taiwan’s R&D data, and make reference to the cut-off points of OECD. 

6. A five-year revision schedule is established for the characteristic classification 

of commodity, so as not to reduce the effectiveness and reference value. 

7. According to the revised results, as far as exports are concerned, in 2016, both 

medium labor intensity and medium energy intensity accounted for the highest 

proportion of more than 50%; capital and technique accounted for about 60% of 

the high intensity; in terms of technology level, high-tech accounted for up to 

46%, a record high; most have shown an upward trend compared to 2011. 


