Introduction

1.Background

(1) The monthly report has been published since November 1965. The statistics for export
and import goods were compiled jointly in terms of the Chinese Standard Industrial
Classification and the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC).

(2) Since CY 1989, the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) is
applied for compilation of import and export statistics and the historical yearly data
was revised to CY 1981, the monthly data was revised to CY 1989.

(3) The majority of the tables in the report were re-organized in July 2009. The cross
tables of major trading commodities and countries were added. The tables of minor
trading countries and time series data for specific commodities are no longer provided
in the monthly report. However, all the data above is available on the website of
external trade statistics (https://www.mof.gov.tw/eng).

(4) The trade statistics has been adapted to general trade system since CY 2016. Under the
general trade system, the time of recording should be the time when goods enter or
leave the economic territory of the compiling country. The scope of recording
included free circulation area, industrial free zones, premises for inward processing,
commercial free zones and customs warehouses. In accordance with the applying of
general trade system, the principal commodity classification was revised and historical
data was revised to CY 2001.

2. Source of data:
All trade statistics are compiled on the basis of the data on the Import, Re-Import,
Export, and Re-Export Declarations filed with the various Customs Offices.

3. Coverage of statistics:

The statistics cover only goods exported to and imported from foreign countries; sales
of fish overseas and bunker oil for foreign vessels or aircraft at local ports are also
included in exports. However, prior to CY 2015, sales of bunker oil for domestic vessels
or aircraft are also included in exports.

4. Compilation Approach:
Total Exports = Exports + Re-exports Total Imports = Imports + Re-imports
Re-Export data refers to the data of goods to be returned or resold abroad after having
been imported. In addition, Re-Import data includes domestic goods to be returned from
aboard and domestic goods to be processed aboard simply.

5. Timing: The statistical time base for exported and imported goods is the date of
completion of scrutiny.

6. Valuation:
(1)Values of imports are on a C.1.F. basis.
(2)Values of exports are on a F.O.B. basis.


https://www.mof.gov.tw/eng

7. Exchange rate: The value in U.S. dollars is converted from N.T. Dollars by using the
average exchange rate of ‘purchase in’ and ’sales out’ adopted unitary, the exchange rate
provided by the Customs Administration, Ministry of Finance.

8. Commodity classification:
Merchandise is classified according to the following rules:
(1) The Customs Import Tariff and Classification of Import and Export Commaodities of
the Republic of China
(2) The Standard International Trade Classification (SITC)
(3) The Characteristic Classification of Exports and Imports Commodity

9. Countries: Exported and re-exported goods are classified by the country of destination
which was declared by the exporter. Imported and re-imported goods are classified

according to the country of origin. (Re-imported goods are classified according to the
country of the seller before 2013.)

10. Annotation:

(1) The import and export trade statistics are published on a monthly basis. To ensure
correctness, preliminary data is released the following month and revised a month

after.
(2) The following symbols are used:
-- . meaningless  — : zero or not available  p : preliminary estimate

r: revised figure
(3) Figures may not add up to the total because of rounding.



Appendix 1. Explanation for Index of Import and Export

1. Purpose:
The import/export index measures the changes in unit value and quantum of trade commaodities,
and serves as an input for analysis of concerned institutions.

2. Population:
According to the import / export commaodities in the Taiwan Area.

3. Base Period:
The reference year is CY 2016.

4. Index Classification:

In order to measure the trade values, prices, and volumes, the value index, unit value index, and
quantum index are compiled. The value index is the change of the total value of imports and exports
in the calculation period and the reference year. The quantum index is the value index divided by the
unit value index. The unit value index is based on the chain-linking method. In addition to the
compilation of a general index and indices for 17 groups, 9 chapters with large trade values are
arranged by the chapter index, and the 16™ group is divided into 4 subgroup indices: (1) parts of
electronic product, (2) machinery, (3) electrical machinery products, (4) information, communication,
and audio-video products.

5. Source of data:

The main data is based on customs documents. Commodity prices greater than 2 times or less
than 0.5 times of the previous month’s average price will be removed. While the commodities in
chapters 84, 85, 87, and 90 are of a smaller size, higher speed, higher efficiency or lower price, the
unit price does not easily explain fluctuations in the real price. Therefore, the indices of the above
chapters are computed according to import/export price indices from DGBAS. The export sampling
rate (selected commodities /total commodities) of CY 2016 is 94.3%; import sampling rate is 92.5%.

6. Formulas for compilation:

A. Value index: I, = % x 100

Podo

where ), p;q; refers to the total value of import / export commodity groups in the current period, and
Y. Poqo refers to those in the base period.
B. Unit value index: I, = ZPiXizy o o ZP1Xo o)

X Pi-1%Xqi-1 X PoXqo

where p; refers to the unit value in the current period, p,, refers to the unit value before the
current period, q; , refers to the quantity before the current period, p, refers to unit value in the
reference year, and q, refers to the quantity in the reference year.

C. Quantum index: I, = ;—" %X 100
14

D. Net terms of trade: Ty = II"—E x 100

PI

where 1, means the unit value index of export, 1, means the unit value index of import.
E. Income terms of trade: T; = Ty X Ipg/100
where I . means the quantum index of export.

7. Index time series:
The general index annual data start from CY 1952, and monthly data start from CY 1974. Group
index annual and monthly data start from CY 1989.



Appendix 2. A General Description of the Characteristic Classification
of Exports and Imports Commodity

1. Factor Intensity
Many factors of production are used directly or indirectly as the input during the
producing process of commaodities. In general, the ratio of each factor of production to the
total input factors used represents the various factor intensity of commaodity.
According to the existing characteristic classification of export and import
commaodities, the input factor intensity is classified into four categories:
(1) Degree of Labor Intensity: It means the direct and/or indirect labor input per million
NT$ value added in domestic factor cost.
(2) Degree of Capital Intensity: It means the fixed assets in operation per labor used
(Including direct and/or indirect assets and labor inputs).
(3) Degree of Technique Intensity: It means the ratio of employees with university or
higher education to total employees.
(4) Degree of Energy Intensity: It means the direct and/or indirect energy input per million
NT$ value added in domestic factor cost.

2. Technology Intensity
There are no unified definition in various countries of relevant Hi-tech industries and
products. Our current characteristic classification of export and import commodities are
based on the data of industry and service census of 2011 to calculate the ratio of R&D
expenditure to the gross product and make reference to the cut-off points of OECD in 2016
as well as taking into account of our industrial type to divide into four types:
High-Technology, Medium-High-Technology, Medium-Low-Technology and Low-Technology.



Appendix 3-1. Correspondence Table of Exports by Principal Commodity and CCC Code

Principal Commodity

CCC Code

1.Live Animals; Animal Products

(1)Fishery Products

2.Vegetable Products

(1)Edible Vegetables

(2)Edible Fruit and Nuts

3.Animal or Vegetable Fats and Oils and their
Cleavage Products

4.Prepared Foodstuffs; Beverages, Spirits and
Tobacco Products

(1)Prepared Foodstuffs

(2)Beverages, Spirits and Vinegar

(3)Tobacco and Manufactured Tobacco Substitutes

5.Mineral Products

(1)Refined Petroleum Products
6.Chemicals

(1)Organic Chemicals

7.Plastics and Articles Thereof; Rubber and
Articles Thereof

(1)Plastics

(2)Plastic Products

(3)Rubber and Articles Thereof
8.Fur and Articles Thereof

9.Wood and Articles of Wood
10.Pulp, Paper and Printing Products
11.Textiles and Textile Articles

(1)Fibre, Yarn, Line and Fabric

12.Footwear, Headgear, Umbrellas; Artificial
Flowers; Articles of Human Hair

13.Articles of Stone, Plaster, Cement; Ceramic
Products; Glass and Glassware

14.Pearls, Precious Stones, Precious Metals;
Imitation Jewellery; Coin

15.Base Metals and Articles of Base Metal
(1)Iron and Steel and Articles Thereof
(2)Other Base Metals and Articles Thereof
16.Machinery and Electrical Equipment
(1)Parts of Electronic Product

(2)Machinery

(3)Electrical Machinery Products
(4)Information, Communication and Audio-video

Products

(5)Domestic Appliances

17.Vehicles, Aircraft, Vessels and Associated
Transport Equipment

18.Optical, Precision Instruments; Clocks and
Watches; Musical Instruments

(1)Optical and Precision Instruments

19.0thers

(1)Furniture

(2)Toys, Games and Sports Requisites; Parts and
Accessories Thereof

01~05
03
06~14
07
08

15

16~24

16~21
22

24

25~217
2710
28~38
29

39~40

3901~3915

3916~3926

40

41~43

44~46

47~49

50~63
5004~5007;5106~5113;5204~5212;5306~5311;54;5508~5516;5604~5606;5
801~5804;5806~5809;5901~5908;60

64~67
68~70

71

72~83

72~73

74~83

84~85

8532~8534:8540~8542

84 excl. (841451;841510;8418-1011~1013,21~29,9110,9910;8421-
2110;842211;842310;8450;845121;845210;8471;847330)
8501~8507:8511~8512;8514~8515:8530~8531:8535~8538;8543~8549

8471;847330,8517~8529

841451;841510;8418-1011~1013,21~29,9110,9910;8421-
2110;842211;842310,8450;845121;845210;8508~8510;8513;8516;8539

86~89

90~92

90
93~98
9401~9404

95




Appendix 3-2. Correspondence Table of Imports by Principal Commodity and CCC Code

Principal Commodity CCC Code
1.Live Animals; Animal Products 01~05
2.Vegetable Products 06~14
(1)Wheat, Barley and Similar Articles Thereof 1001~1004
(2)Maize 1005
(3)Soybean 1201

3.Animal or Vegetable Fats and Oils and their

Cleavage Products 15
4.Prepared Foodstuffs; Beverages, Spirits and 1624
Tobacco Products

(1)Prepared Foodstuffs 16~21
5.Mineral Products 25~27
(1)Petroleum 2709
6.Chemicals 28~38
(1)Organic Chemicals 29
7.Plastics and Articles Thereof; Rubber and Articles 3940
Thereof

(1)Plastics 3901~3915
(2)Plastic products 3916~3926
(3)Rubber and Articles Thereof 40

8.Fur and Articles Thereof 41~43
9.Wood and Articles of Wood 44~46
10.Pulp, Paper and Printing Products 47~49
11.Textiles and Textile Articles 50~63
12.Footwear, Headgear, Umbrellas; Artificial 64-67
Flowers; Articles of Human Hair

13.Articles of Stone, Plaster, Cement; Ceramic 63-70
Products; Glass and Glassware

14.Pearls, Precious Stones, Precious Metals; 7
Imitation Jewellery; Coin

(1)Gold 7108~7109;7112-9100
15.Base Metals and Articles of Base Metal 72~83
(DIron and Steel and Articles Thereof 72~T3
(2)Copper and Acrticles Thereof 74
16.Machinery and Electrical Equipment 84~85
(1)Parts of Electronic Product 8532~8534;8540~8542

84 excl. (841451;841510;8418-1011~1013,21~29,9110,9910;8421-
2110;842211;842310;8450;845121;845210;8471;847330)
(3)Electrical Machinery Products 8501~8507;8511~8512;8514~8515;8530~8531;8535~8538;8543~8549
(4)Information, Communication and Audio-video 8471:847330:8517~8529

Products
841451;841510;8418-1011~1013,21~29,9110,9910;8421-
2110;842211;842310;8450;845121;845210;8508~8510;8513;8516;8539

86~89

(2)Machinery

(5)Domestic Appliances

17.Vehicles, Aircraft, Vessels and Associated
Transport Equipment

18.0Optical, Precision Instruments; Clocks and
Watches; Musical Instruments 20~92
(1)Precision Instruments 9014~9033
19.0thers 93~08






